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World Record Progression in Athletics 
 
The following graphs show the world record progression in track and field events (excluding relays 
and combined events), marathon and racewalking. Manual and electric timed records ratified by 
the International Association of Athletics Federation (IAAF) are included. 
In each graph, a flag corresponds to a world record and represents the nationality of the athlete. 
The owner of the actual world record (at the end of 2017) is highlighted in bold. The other names 
refers to the last best athletes and are followed by the country code and the years in which they 
obtained the record. Some other particular cases are followed by a brief description. 
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